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940 Geographical Literature and Maps 

A geographer must be delighted with the simplicity of the scheme of North 
American topographic regions at p. 63. Most such classifications are far too 
complex. Equally will he welcome the maps of Tertiary mountain folds at 
p. 438 and Paleozoic ones at 372. 

The respect shown the planetesimal theory is natural and acceptable, but 
when it is said of the nebular hypothesis that it is "improbable that the materials 
which became the planets could have separated from the equatorial portion of 
the nebula in the form of rings" the student will be justified in asking "Why 
not?". Of course he does not ask questions. He does not venture on excur- 
sions into reasoning. He sees his author is against the hypothesis, and follows 
the cue! 

The summaries after igneous rocks and closing chapters V and VI are good. 
Similar ones would well close other chapters, too. Why not admit (p. 188 and 
230) that streams and glaciers deposit as explicitly as it is stated that they wear 
down ? In the Great Lake country, above all. 

The changed groupings of Eras and Epochs may be necessary with growth, 
but for school texts it is unfortunate. Since- the last text that has come to this 
reviewer's hand one geologic Era has disappeared — the Algonkian and eight 
new periods have arisen. 

The text-book is a very good one. It lacks a geologic map, but for the rest 
is well illustrated with abundant good pictures and maps. 

Mark Jefferson. 

Commercial Geography. By Albert Perry Brigham. xv and 469 pp., 17 col- 
ored maps, 238 diagrams and illustrations, and index. Ginn & Company, 
Boston, 10,11. $1.30. 8xsX- 

Those who are interested in either the study or teaching of geography will 
welcome this new text from the pen of Prof. Brigham. The author's reputation 
for scholarly work is sufficient guarantee that in this respect the book is all 
that could be expected or desired. The treatment of the subject is, however, 
noticeably different from that in most of the other commercial geographies 
which have recently appeared. 

Part I, an "Introduction to Commercial Geography," covers ninety-two 
pages, and is devoted to the treatment of wheat, cotton, cattle, iron and coal, 
and a brief statement of the "Principles of Commercial Geography." The first 
five of these topics cover the vegetable, animal and mineral products of greatest 
importance to the American student for whose use the book was primarily pre- 
pared. They are so treated as to put him at once into possession of the most 
significant facts concerning their production, transportation and manufacture. 
The fact that the people of the United States are greatly interested in all five 
of these fields of industry makes it possible to base the discussion upon condi- 
tions as found in our own country and to draw the illustrations chiefly from 
United States sources. Foreign countries in which these industries are important 
are, however, by no means neglected. The chapter on "The Principles of 
Commercial Geography," although brief, is particularly well placed, as it makes 
use of the information already obtained concerning the nature and distribution 
of these important products. The growth of the exchange of products is pointed 
out, and the constant improvement of transportation and manufacture, as a 
result of improved standards of living, is noted. The aid and protection which 
a government seeks to give its people is also commented upon. On the whole 
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this part forms a most satisfactory introduction to a study of the subject in its 
details. 

Part II is devoted to the "Commercial Geography of the United States." It 
occupies 186 pages of the text and discusses in order the Plant, Animal and 
Mineral Industries and the "Water Resources" of our country. This is followed 
by a consideration of the "Concentration of Industries" and the development of 
"Centres of General Industry" and the consequent necessity of "Transportation" 
and "Communication." It closes with a particularly well written and suggestive 
chapter on "Government and Commerce" and the "Foreign Commerce of the 
United States." Part II is especially rich in diagrams and illustrations, many 
of which are new and of great value. 

Part III is on the "Commercial Geography of Other Countries." Here the 
author has avoided the statistical treatment which most books use at this point. 
Instead, the attention of the student is directed to those countries with which 
our own maintains close and important commercial relations. Canada is 
treated first for obvious reasons. This is followed by the "United Kingdom," 
"France and Belgium," and "The German Empire and the North Sea Countries." 
In each of these chapters the various topics have been kept in nice balance. The 
facts in the development of the leading industries have been given enough 
prominence, so that the student may understand, in part, what the new world 
owes to the old. The remainder of Europe is treated in two chapters and each 
of the other continents has a chapter. The book closes with a chapter on "The 
World's Commerce," which is in part a brief historical review of the develop- 
ment of trade, and in part a statement of the effects of commerce upon society 
and morals. 

The book is beautifully printed and finely and judiciously illustrated. 

C. T. McFarlane. 

Highroads of Geography. The Royal School Series. Book I. — Sunshine 
and Shower. 128 pp. and ills. iod. ; Book II. — Scouting at Home. 170 pp. 
and ills. is. Thomas Nelson & Sons, London, 191 1. %% x 6 each. 

Simple readers in the elements of geography, designed for beginning pupils. 
The first book includes lessons in the form of a story framed about a garden in 
England, in which the water and air at work are studied, followed by descrip- 
tions of visits to the mountains and the seashore. The information imparted is 
given interestingly and clearly and is in general accurate, though an exception 
must be made to the statement that irregularities in the surface have been made 
like the wrinkles on a dried-up apple. The illustrations are largely in color 
and are reproductions of well known masterpieces. 

The second book takes up the Boy Scout idea and follows the plan of train- 
ing children to be scouts, by first presenting in a simple and effective way the 
meaning and use of maps. This is followed by a series of lessons on the 
weather, on the erosive processes and the rocks, with a brief treatment of cer- 
tain industries. The volumes are on an original plan and are well done. They 
are good, supplementary reading for oral lessons, previous to any use of a 
text-book. Richard Elwood Dodge. 



